ROAD TEST PORSCHE 928 S4
PRICE £46,534, TOP SPEED 160mph, 0-60mph 6.2secs, MPG 17.0
FOR Performance, handling, build quality AGAINST Road noise

THE POWER
TO IMPRESS

Subtle restyling front and rear improves aerodynamics and helps the new
320bhp 32-valve V8 power unit to propel the 928 Series 4 to 160mph
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¢ Porsche 928 has a unique
I place in the Stuttgart factory’s
linc-up. At around the price of a
911 Turbo it is hardly an ‘entry level’
model like the 924 or 944 which share
the front engine/rear gearbox layout,
The powerful 2+2 seems to appeal
more to the middle-aged executive
than the dichard 911 enthusiast —
that's why 70 per cent of 928
customers specify the optional auto-
matic gearbox rather than the five-
speeder,

The 928S Series 4 is the third major
revision to the big Porsche since its
introduction in 1977 — Porsche is
unable to agree what happened tothe
Serics 3. The Series 2 had been
quictly selling 4500 units cach year,
notching up nine per cent of Porsche
sales worldwide in the process, but




the factory was not content to rest on
s laurels. The latest Series 4 version
% faster, more economical, better
=aquipped and, not surprisingly, more
£xpensive.

The biggest change with the 9285
Series 4 is the new 32-valve engine.
The cylinder heads have classic
P f combustion chambers with
2 valve included angle of 30 degrees.
WValve operation is direct from the
twin overhead camshafts on each
oylinder bank. Valve clearance is

fjusted i gh hyd-
raulic cup tappets. The heads have in
fact been fitted to US-spec 928s for
some time, but these engines did not
Bave the benefit of the new tuned
mtake system and produced only
292bhp.

Externally, both the nose and tail
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of the Series 4 have been changed to

d above the rather

reduce drag. The new nose has an
integral front spoiler and built-in fog
and dim/dip lighting, while an under-
tray extends back to the front wheel
arches, Sill ¢ ions and additional

than being integral with the body-
work.

The spoiler hinges upward, to
allow the lower section of the rear

underbody panels are also part of the
aerodynamic package.

Porsche has also gone to town on
the detailing of the 928 to reduce drag
further, and the wiper arms are set
20mm lower at rest to keep them out
of the airstream.

The cooling ducts in the nose are
now opened and closed by electric
servo motors depending on the
cngine running temperature — at
high speed the opening can be kept
small to reduce drag while sull
admitting sufficient cooling air.

At the rear, a larger spoiler is

dow to be ¢l d. The rear panel
itself has been restyled and the layout
of the lamps changed. The sum total
of all these changes is a reduction in
Cd from 0.39 to 0.34 with the cooling
openings at their least cavernous.
Changes to the chassis of the new
928 are few. At the rear, wider Sins
alloy rims get new 245/45VR16
Dunlop D40 tyres, while the 7ins rims
at the front retain the 225/50VR16
rubber of the Series 2. The Weissach
rear axle and double wishbone inde-
pendent front suspension are un-
changed, and the all-disc braking
system is still ABS-equipped.

At first glance the latest 928 is unchanged visually

Rear of the 928 has been restyled with separate wing

The interior of the Series 4 9285
moves even further upmarket, with
new leather seats that have electric
adjustment for height, tlt, and re-
cline as well as rearward position. On
the driver’s side a powered lumbar
support is included that can be
adjusted both vertically and laterally.
A three-program memory function is
now included that takes care of the
driver’s seat settings and the position
of both electric door mirrors.

PERFORMANCE

The new Series 4 9285 is a very quick
car, and Porsche's automatic gearbox
does little to blunt the performance.
A 0-60 time of 6.2 seconds is half
a second quicker than the previous
Series 2 automatic, and 0-100 comes
up almost 1% seconds faster in 15.2 »
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TECHNICAL FOCUS
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4 seconds. The improved acrodyna-
mics and the extra 10bhp have also
had a predictable effect on the top
speed. Our mean of 160mph isonly a
couple of clicks down on the 911
Turbo, 4mph up on the BMW Mé635i
and 7mph up on the Jaguar XJ-S for
example.

Porsche claims 164mph for the
auto, but slight tyre scrub on our
two-mile circular banked test track
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could account for the discrepancy —
under ideal conditions on a long
enough straight the 928 would no
doubt go faster, and on a German
autobahn the launch version we

pled iiedl oan indicated
16Tmph. At 160 the engineisspinning
over at 5700rpm, 400rpm below the
redline and 300rpm below its peak
power rpm. The ignition cut-out
comes in at 6400rpm, but there is no

eingearthis
long as we found out during our
acceleration testing.

While we were taking our accelera-
tion figures, the quality of the
Porsche's automatic gearbox made
itself felt — upchanges were very
smoothindeed and holding the boxin
the intermediate gears up to the
redline made no difference to the
times. It seems the box knows best.

and provided full use is made of the
kickdown facility there is no need o
use anything other than the ‘D°
setting for normal driving.
Whatisreallyimpressive about the
automatic 928 is its ability to acceler-
ate off the line. Flooring the throttle
in Drive produces some wheelspin
even in the dry, but the 245 section
Dunlop D40s soon grip and the resuls
is a time of 2.6 seconds to 30mph.
Acceleration from higher speeds is
also impressive provided the Kick-
down is used, but this needs quite 2
heavy push on the throttle to trigger.
If the 928 is left in the same gear, it
doesn't scem to accelerate with much
brio, but the broad spread of poweris.
deceptive and it will ate fast
enough to cope with most normal
ituations without changing down.

ECONOMY

If you're going to spend £46,000 on &
160mph sports car, fuel consumption
is hardly likely to be an important
factor. Having said that, the 17.0mpg
average we recorded with the 9288 is
very impressive for a car in this class,
pecially so as it is equipped with an
automatic gearbox. Consumption is
fractionally more than that of the
Series 2we tested last year, butiswell
to the frontof its class considering the
performance available.
The Awtocar caleulated average of -
18.7mpg would give the average
owner a range of over 350 miles from
the 19-gallon fuel tank. The locking
fuel capis behind a hinged flap on the
right-hand rear wing — the cap is &
sealed screw type because the 928
features a closed loop vent system.

NEMENT

Ifyou are going to spend long periods
behind the wheel at high speed on
motorways, noise levels inside the
cabin are very important. The silky
smooth V8 and the aerodynamic
bodyshell of the 9285 mean that
engine and wind noise are very low
indeed, even at close 10 maximum
speed. Where the Porsche does
disappoint is in the of road
noise conducted through to the
interior.

At low speeds, every last bump.
cats’ eye or expansion joint sends a
thump or crash through the body-
shell, while the roar from the ultra-
low-profile D40 Dunlops dominates
athigher speeds. On the M25's worst
sections of concrete paving the noise
is 50 loud that normal conversation is
barely possible.

Porsche would argue that thisis the
price for not compromising the
g y of its suspension with
over-compliant rubber bushings at
the mounting points — prodigious
though the handling and roadholding
of the 928 are, perhaps a slightly
quicter ride would be desirable if
Porsche 1 ds to woo S
from Mercedes-Benz. Although the
ride at low speeds is harsh, at higher
velocities it does smooth out signifi-
cantly — it remains on the firm side,
but bumps and irregularities are
absorbed much more convincingly.

Even under hard acceleration,
there is very little noise from the




PORSCHE 928 $4

torque converter, and the gear
change quality is very good indeed
both up and down. There is a slight
jerk from the transmission under
kickdown if the speed is low enough
10 need two downchanges, but over-
all the "box performs exceptionally
well.

ROAD BEHAVIOUR

On the Series 4 928S, Porsche has
upped the width of the rear rims from
T7ins to 8ins. A change from Pirelli P7
to Dunlop D40 rubber accompanies
this, at least as far as UK models are
concerned, and the tyres now mea-
sure almost 9ins wide at the front and
1(0ins at the rear.

With tyre footprints this large, the
928S has a tremendous amount of
traction available and the ultimate
cornering limit is very high indeed.
Approaching this limit, the car dem-
onstrates  slight but  progressive
understeer which is more noticeable
on slower corners. With the torque
converter moderating the torque of
the big V8§ it is almost impossible to
getthe reartostepout under powerin
the dry.

The line will tightenif the throttle is
lifted, but the tail will not come round
unless the driver is very determined
to provoke it. Under these circumst-
ances, the 928 can be steered on the
throttle in a satisfying power-on
oversteer manner, but it would be
almost impossible to generate this
under normal road conditions.

Inthe wet, the D40s still manage to
provide an impressive amount of
traction. Wheelspin from rest can be
aproblem if plenty of throttle is used,
but with 320bhp on tap that is hardly
surprising. Cornering hardinthe wet,
the tail will step out of line if too much
throttle is used, but the break-away
itself is very slow and progressive.
Lift the throttle when this occurs and
the tail will snap back into line, butits
behaviour is a good deal more
civilised than a great many supercars
— it will not slew the other way and
thereislittle likelihood of getting into
a terminal lock-to-lock swerve.

The power-assisted rack and pin-
ion steering is superb, and contri-
butes significantly to the Porsche's
overall good manners. The leather-
trimmed wheel needs fractionally
over three turns to go from lock to
lock, and is light enough to take full
advantage of the 37Vt turning circle
when parking. At higher speeds the
steering is sensitive but very precise,
and there is plenty of feedback from
the road under cornering.

With massive ventilated discs all
round ‘and impressive tyre contact
patches, the 928 can be brought to
restverysmartly indeed. Qurbraking
tests showed that 1g could be com-
fortably exceeded before the stan-
dard-fitment ABS comes into play,
and the braking performance is very
progressive in relation to pedal load.

The fade tests were conducted
from almost 100mph, and although
there was some smoking on the final
stops the initial pedal pressure re-
quired hardly rose at all. In the wet,
the ABS does a very effective job of
bringing the Porsche to restas quickly

as possible and in a straight line.

The 928S is rock-steady in a
straight linc at any speed, and from
the driving scat you are aware of a
great feeling of security. The safe and
predictable handling combined with
very high cornering and braking
limits make the 9288 one of the
casiest and most reassuring cars to
drive really fast.

AT THE WHE

The Series 4 928 is an extremely well
laid-out and comfortable high-speed
tourer. The 15ins diameter steering
wheel adjusts for rake, and the
entire instrument console moves with
it so that the instruments can still be
seen between the spokes — in the
centre of the wheel itself is the large
horn push. The pedals are nicely
angled and a left footrest is included.

All the adjustments on the leath-
er-covered seats are electrically-po-
wered, and include lateral location,
seat height, recline, backrest tilt and
a lumbar support that can be moved
vertically as well as outwards from
the scat back. The seats are firm in
all the right places and provide
plenty of side support on both the
seat base and backrest. The seat
backrests extend upwards to pro-
vide non-adjustable headrests for
both front seats.

When you've finally arrived at the
most comfortable combination by
using the three four-way rocker
switches on the right-hand side of
the seat base, it can be programmed
into a memory, together with two
other settings. The memory will also
remember the position of both po-
wered door mirrors after they have
been set with the joystick control in
the driver’s door armrest. The pas-
senger seat has a simple lumbar
adjustment and is not linked to the
memory, although this can be in-
cluded as an option.

There is plenty of rearward move-
ment for six foot-plus drivers, and
headroom is adequate with the seat
on its lowest setting. The situation
in the rear seats is less happy,
though, and a tall driver at the
wheel will leave the rear seat passen-
gers with virtually no legroom. You
can just get four adults in the 928
provided the front seat occupants are
not too long of limb, but headroom in
the rear is minimal. However, the 928 b

16 15 14
1 Light switch/frent fog lsmp/rear fog lamp, 2 Coolant temp/fuel contents, 3 Speedometer, 4
Tachometor, 5 Oil pressuredattery voltage, 8 Heated rear window, 7 Hazard warning, 8
Ignition switch, 9 Wash/wipe, 10 Cruise control, 11 Horn push, 12 indicator/dip switch, 13

183 12110 9 8

Air conditioning is standard

Electric

14 Digital clock, 16 Radio/cassette, 16 Air conditioning

3 DECEMBER 1986 AUTOCAR 27




ov uv.luu.L ENGTH 17744520

Tumng s Pm- LS

0, R34 4

.

Boot capacity: 719 cult
|

l%\

|
.

werl il
1232
- 4

1 1 )
I GROUND CLEARANCE 657165

_A
R i

= OVERALL HEIGHT

+

|

-

Basic £37,362.00

SpecialCar Tax £3112.67
VAT £6069.70

Total (inGB) £46,534.37
__Licence £100.00

Dchvegchargau.ondon) included

Number included
o on 634.37

itted to test cer
ECLAC SUNroo!
&s&hr T Bspeakerhi-fipack  £E 1pack
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Total as tested
ontheroad
SERVICE & PARTS
Information not available

at time of going to press
PARTS COST (inc VAT)

Bml:ogads(theels[hom £89.93
Brakepads (2wheeis)rear  £89.93
Exhaustcomplete NA
T w—-esm!ﬁiml) rzea.fraos
__Windscreen B
Headlamguml £14 5.68

Frontwin, £584.07
Rearbumper £496.70

WARRANTY
24 months/unlimited mileage, 10-year

£48,469.48

FRONT TRACK 619671551

WHIELBAST 88412580 —————t]

REAR TRACK 5090/1546  OVERALL DIMENSIONS i | mm

SCALE 1:35

MODEL

PORSCHE 928 S4 AUTOMATIC
PRODUCED BY:

Porsche AG,

Postfach 4006 40, Porsch 42,
D 7000 Stuntgant-Zuffenhausen,
West Germany

SOLD IN THE UK BY:

Porsche Cars Great Britain Limited
Bath Road, Calcot, Reading,
Barks RG3 7SE.

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Longways front, rear-wheel drive.
Head/block Al.alloy/Al alloy.

8 cylinders in 90 deg V, bored block, 5
main bearings. Water cooled, olectric
fan.

Bore 100mm (3.84in), stroke
78.8mm (3.11in), capacity 4957¢cc
(302.5cu in).

Valve gear 2ohc per bank, 4 valves
per cylinder, chain and toothed belt

haft drive. Compression ratio 10
to 1. Electronic ignition, Bosche LH-
Jetronic fuel injection,.

assistance. Steering wheel diameter
15in, 3.1 turns lock to lock.

BRAKES

Dual circuits, split diagonally with
ABS. Front 12.0in (304mm) dia discs.
Reor 11.8in (259mm) dia ventilated
discs. Vacuum servo. Handbrake, side
lever acting on rear drums within
discs,

WHEELS

Forged light alloy, 7in rims front, 8in
rims rear. Radial ply tyres (Dunlop D40
on tost car), size 225/50VR16 front,
245/45VR16 rear. Pressures F36 R44.

EQUIPMENT
Battary 12V, 72Ah. Alternator 1154,
Headlamps 110/120W. R ing lamp

standard. 48 electric fuses. 3-spoed
plus variable intermittent screen
wipers. Electric screen washer. Air
blending and water valve intarior
heater; air conditioning standard.
Leather soats, vinyl headlining.

PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Gear h km'h

o LIV
Tongean! 60 258
_{Best) 161 259

STEERING
Rack and pinion, hydraulic power
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Max power 220bhp (PS-DIN) 5700
(235kW ISO) at 8000rpm. Max torque _{Best) 161 269 5740
317Ib ft at 3000rpm. 3'0 20 193 6100

2nd 71 114 100
TRANSMISSION 1st 41 66 5400
4-speed automatic, hydraulic torque
converter, max convertar ratio NVA ACCELERATION

Gear Ratio  mph/1000rpm FROM REST

Top 000 28.04 True Time Speedo

3rd A3k 19.53 (sec) mph
_: nd X 11.63 % 26 33

.6 .63 40 3.8 43

Fmal drive: hypoid bevel, ratio 2.64, | 50 4.7 53
SUSPENSION f : &
Front, independent, double 80 - a3
wishbones, coil springs, telscopic %0 - 53
campers, anti-roll bar, =100 5‘ 703

Rear, semi-independent, sami- 110 18. 114
trailing arms, coil springs, tek “120 23' 123
dampers, anti-roll bar. 130 29' 55

Standing Ya-mile: 14.5s6¢, 97mph
Standing km: 26.2sec, 125mph

EQUIPMENT

V ®
Cruise control [ ]
Economygauge NA
_ Electronicignition @

IN EACH GEAR _Fivsg% ONC
mph Top 3rd  2nd  1st _Limitedslipdifferantial  £639.11
10-30 - — — 1. Powersteering ®
20-40 — = = i Revcounter )
SO0 i 2 _Self-levellingsuspension __ N/A__
4060 — — 27 76 | _Stesringwhoolrakeadjustmont @
50-70 — 4.7 3.0 — Trip computer NIA
60-80 A _Headreststront @
70-90 - a7 - - Heatedseats £140.78
80-100 — g — — Height adju
90-11 - — — Lumbaradjustment JLi
00-12¢ . — __Rearsecatbelts
10-130__ 10 = — — __Seatbackrecline
20-140 1 — — - __Seatcushiontiit ®
Seattiit ®
CONSUMPTION S% 1rear seals ®
FUEL 0f Mirror remote control
Overall mpg: 17.0 (16.6 litres/100km) Eleciricwindows ®
3.7mpl Heatedrearwindow ®
Autocar formula:  Hard 15.3mpg Interioradjustable headlamps @
Driving Average 18.7mpg Tinted glass [
and conditions Gentle 22.1mpg Headlamp wash/wij °
Grade of fuel: Premium, 4-star (95 RM) Tailgatewash/wipe 2
Fuel tank: 19 Imp galls (86 litres) Central locking ®
Mileage recorder: 0.6 per cant long Childprooflocks A
Oil: (SAE 10W/50) negligible Cigarlighter ®
ock °
BRAKING ShoplampsE=—niss = @z
Fade (from 97mph in neutral) Intérnaltailgate release [
Pedal load for 0.5g stops in Ib Locking fuelcap []
starvend startiend Luggagecover ]
1 2018 6 20-30 Matallicpaint (]
2 20-20 -36 Radio/cassette ®
3 2024 20-40 Asrial S —
4 2027 25.40 Speakars [
TE 2030 10 7542 | ®Standsrd ONCOponal stno oxirs
Response (from 30mph in neutral) Sonaliotenakceble
Load g9 Distance
10Ib 0.32 Saft TEST CONDITIONS
201b 0.58 _ 52ft Wind
30lb 0.86 35t Temperature
40Ib 1. Baromet
__S0lb 1.05 t
“Handbrake 038 791t Humidity
W Surface: dr
WEIGHT
Kerb 31.3cwt/35051b/1586kg
(Distribution F/R, 53.1/46.9)
Test 34.7cwt/388210/1757kg
Max payload 42431b/1820kg

Max towing weight 35636ib/1600kg




Today’s inheritor of Ettore Bugat-
ti's quote about Bentleys; Aston's
ultimate lorry is still a marvellous
delight, in spite of its age. Tradi-
tional front engine layout allied to

geometrically ideal susp
gives perfect road manners. Im-
mense performance from light
alloy double overhead camshaft
V8. A survivor of an ancient breed
of supercars

ASTON MARTIN V8 SALOON £58,500

Tested 24.Jul 1982
—ENGINE 53d0cc

Max Power N/A
Torque N/A
Gearing 26.4mph/1000rpm

: WARRANTY 12/UL

1sion

Insurance Group ]
A i [
5-Speed ONC
Radio/cassette L] S =
Sunroof (electric) T £1983 TOPSPEED 146mph MPG R0
WEIGHT 39691b 0-60mph 6.6secs ~Range 330miles

BMW M635 CSi £40,950

In the same performance class as
the true supercars and practically
preferable, with the perfection of
what BMW is best at — the
six-cylinder engine — in its ulti-
mate 24-valve development in a
comfortable, elegant, easy to see-
out-of coupé. Excellent steering
and brakes combined with
roadholding more predictable and
enjoyable than usual for BMW

FERRARI MONDIAL 3.2 QV

Tested 28Apr1984
ENGINE “3453cc
MaxPower __ 286bhp at6500rpm
orque 2511b fr at 4500x|
Gearing 23.87mph/1000rpm
WARRANTY 12/UL, 6anti-rust
Insurance Group 9
__Automatic N/A
__5-Speed
Radio/cassette 00

unroof (electric) ®
WEIGHT 33221b

TOPSPEED

0-60mph

The prancing horse still holds a Testad 25Jun1986
certain magic, as anyone who has INE 3185¢c
sat behind that thin-rimmed Fer- ax Power 27°bhEm700Cvpm
rari wheel will appreciate. The 1_‘L|°’P° 2241bftat5500rpm
Mondial 3.2 QV is not quite on the w%'; ing 20.9m, "'mo%%"i—
same level in performance terms N SUrSice Cron 9
as some of its compaetitors but it is Automatic up NA
a Ferrari. Even the relatively ‘un- 5-Speed ®
sporting’ 2+2 Mondial will turn " Radio/ [ !
headswhereveritgoesandhasan _ Sunroof(electric £399 TOPSPEED 143mph MPG 168
¢ 5 _ iph_ 5.8 _
unforgettable engine note WEIGHT 3265Ib__ 0-60mph 6.8secs _Range 295 miles
JAGUAR XJ-S V12 £26,300
Thebig catis awonderfully refined Tested (HE] 24Apr1982
high-speed tourer with a very ENGINE 5343cc
good ride, low noise levels and MaxPower __ 295bhp at5500rpm
fine handling. Available with an g; ue 221:&“1::1‘*%' m
automatic gearbox only, Jaguar’'s nng ASEmpIVIOOOMDIM
timeless V12 engine gives it a Y:ﬁ::‘:;go ’Z'U'é
performance well to the front of omatic up ®
the class with reasonable fuel ~g& i WNaA_
economy given the nature of the —EMG,'“ 120
beast. By the standards of this ~ Sunroof(electricl £895 ~ TOPSPEED i63mph  __MPG 16.0
opposition, the XJ-S is cheap WEIGHT 38241 0-60mph 6.5secs Range 320 miles
MERCEDES-BENZ 560 SEC £52,195
Mercedes has added further estad 30Jul 1985
appealtoits popularcoupéwithan 5547¢cc
increase in engine size from 5 to _MaxPower  300bhpat5000rpm
5.5 litres. The all-aluminium V8 T‘:'a ue ggf’éb";‘, 330 m
3 nng .Omp! '2"’!‘
provides eHonlgss performance WARRANTY 1201
and torque which is smoothly IRSUrencacrou 5
tredsmitted via Mercedes’ excel- M‘omnﬁcu ®
lent four-speed automatic gear- T — 1]

box. Limited-slip differential is
standard and overall level of lux-
ury befits the high price tag

__Radio/cassette

[ ]
Sunroof (electric) [
WEIGH 3572Ib

TOPSPEED 147mph MPG 18.6
__0-60mph 7.1secs Range 370 miles

PORSCHE 911 TURBO £46,941

The ultimate traditional Porsche,
rear, rather than mid-engined,
with as much as possible of the
natural handling vices developed
out. Still finally a difficult car to
drive really fast, but up to a very
high if risky handling limit a very
satisfying car, superbly put
together. Good points include
great traction, braking and good
vision from the cockpit

Tested 30Apri983
ENGINE 3298ce

Max Power 300bthl 5600rpm
Torque 318Ibftat4000rpm

aarin 27.48mph/1000rpm

—WARRARTY — 34UL 10ontF rost—

Insurance Group 9
_Automatic N/
5-Speed N/A
Radio/cassette [
Sunroof (electric) ® TOPSPEED 162mph MPG 16.4
WEIGHT 2968Ib 0-80mph 5.1secs Range 290 miles

® Standard O Optional at extra cost ONC Optional at no extra cost N/A Not applicable DO Dealer Option
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ROAD TEST

PORSCHE 928 S4

4 cannot be considered as anything
buta2+2, and the rear seats would be
fine for children even on lengthy
journeys.

The trip speedometer and rev
counter are grouped in the instru-
ment console together with smaller
dials for coolant temperature, fuel
contents, oil pressure and battery
voltage, White graduations on a
black background arc casy to read,
but with graduation only every
Smph and numbers every 10mph the
speedo could be a little more pre-
cise. A dimmer is provided to
control the white night illumination.

Around the edge of the console,
large rubber-covered switches are
provided for lights on, front and
rear fog lamps, heated rear window
and hazard warning lights. The
heated rear window switch can be
turned to lock it on or pushed to
give a demist period of around 10
minutes. Control stalks on the steer-
ing column look after indicators and
headlamp dip on the left and screen
wash/wipe and headlamp wash on
the right.

A cruise control is standard
equipment on the 928, and in opera-
tion is one of the simplest in the
business. A small stalk to the right
of the steering wheel is pushed
forward to set the speed or acceler-
ate, pulled back to cancel or pushed
down to resume. Like all such
devices, pressurc on the brake or
throttle will immediately disengage
the control.

A bank of four rocker switches

behind the gearshift control the
electric windows, optional electric
sunroof, and the rear window wiper
— surprisingly there is no wash
facility for the rear window, Two
knobs by the right hand side of the
driver's seat control the angle of the
headlamps and the rear hatch re
lease. The release is duplicated on
the passenger side, and features a
lock-out to prevent its being opened
unless one of the doors has been
opened with the car at rest.

The centre console contains the
hcating and air conditioning unit,
and features automatic temperature
control. A separate demist setting is
provided that switches the four-
speed fan to maximum and directs
full heat to the screen and side
windows. Two adjustable face-level
vents are provided in the centre of
the dash, and two more @t the front
of each door armrest.

Our test 928 was fitted with the
optional eight-speaker high power
hi-fi system. Based around the latest
Blaupunkt Toronto radio/cassette
unit, this proved capable of very
high volume with virtually no distor-
tion and went some way to making
up for the high level of tyre noise.

Tinted glass all round is standard,
and our test 928 was fitted with the
optional  gradient-tinted  wind-
screen.  Allround  visibility  is
reasonable, although the type of
body means that rear three-quarter
vision is a little restricted. The
cornersof the carcannot beseen from
the driver's seat.

RS

Seat/headlamp controls and
remote hatch release

R e

Rear spoiler is hinged to enable
window to be cleaned

There is plenty of space to stow
oddments in the 928S. As well as the
locking glove compartment and
shelves under the dashboard on both
sides there are large pockets in cach
door. These have hinged and padded
lids that can be folded out to act as
armrests.

Both front sun visors have vanity
mirrors, each with a sliding cover
over it. There is a very comprehen-
sive check and warning light system
on the 928 that looks after all the vital
fluid levels, temperatures and press-
ures as well as brake and electrical
systems— thereiseven one tolet you
know if the cam-belt tension is too
low. Any system failure will light up
red warnings in the centre of the
instrument console and centre con-
sole as well as the individual warning
light.

Given the fact that the 928S is not
really intended to take four adults in
comfort, passenger accommaodation
in the rear is reasonable. The rear
seats themselves offer plenty of
support, and as has been mentioned
already only fall down in the areas of
headroom and legroom if the front
seats are set well back. Access to the
rear scats is rather awkward though,
There is alarge locking compartment
between the rear seats, and folding
sunblinds for the rear window,
although no cigarette lighter or
ashtray is fitted in the rear.

The spare wheel lives below the
rear load compartment, so both the
floor level and loading sill are quite
high. There is a surprising amount of
space available however, e¢ven
though it is of a slightly awkward
shape — with the rear scats folded
forward a flat load arca almost five
feetlong is available, Central locking
is operated from either door, and
includes the rear hatch.

A fabricload compartment coveris
standard equipment, and this is
attached so it can stretch over the
bulkiestloads. Itcanalso be extended
upward to the roof justin front of the
rear hatch opening to close off the
rear compartment. An elasticated
net with four attachment points on
the load floor is provided to keep
things in place.

The thermostatically-controlled

heating and air conditioning system
does a very good job of keeping the
interior at any desired temperature
and when required the four-speed fan
can deliver a prodigious quantity of |
air, If even more fresh air is needed, |
you could open the optional electric |
shiding roof. This offers a wide but|
short opening and has a small air |
deflector than guides the airflow over |
the sunroof — it does, however, |
generate a fair amount of wind noise |
at speeds above about 60mph. l

SAFETY

With ABS braking as standard equip-
ment and predictable handling, the
928S is a very safc car dynamically.
The massive Dunlop D40 tyres pro-
vide good levels of traction in the wet
as well as the dry, and breakaway,
when it happens, is slow and easily
corrected.

The nose and tail sections of the
Porsche are moulded  from
polvurethane. With aluminium alloy
bumpers behind them they are resis-
tant to minor impacts, while the
bumpers will absorb larger shocks,
Inertia-reel seat belts are fitted front
and rear, and there is a seat belt
warning light in the centre console
that illuminates if the belt is not
fastened.

The Blaupunkt stereo is code-
protected to minimise the risk of
theft, while an optional factory-fitted
alarm system is available.

VERDICT

The changestotheengine, gearratios
and bodywork on the Series 4 9288
have improved its acceleration and
top speed significantly at very little
costin fuel consumption. Its handling
and roadholding are well up 1o
supercar standards, and the Porsche
is built and finished superbly.

A sports car with an automatic
gearbox may seem like a contradic-
tion in terms, but the Porsche’s box
performs very well and hardly blunts
the performance at all. The real
strength of the 928 shows when you
venture on to the motorways and fast
A’ roads — with the exception of its
high road noise it cats up the miles
cffortlessly. The real enthusiast will
still go for the 911 every time, but for
the businessman in a hurry the new
928S could be the answer. B
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32-valve V8 is a tight fit in the engine compartment

e

Series 4 rear endmg is more bul

bous than ever



